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Village Board Weighs Historic District Preservation

ohn McAvoy, who owns an older Piermont home and the
Turning Point restaurant, was worried. If the Village
Board adopts the historic district preservation law it is
onsidering, would it force him to get color approval before
he painted his buildings, he wanted to know.

The answer from the state’s leading historic preservation
expert, Julian W. Adams, was an empathetic no. The local
Historical Review Commission, which would have the job
of enforcing the law, wouldn’t concern itself with changes
as temporary as paint color, he explained.

Adams is a certified local government coordinator at the
Historic Sites Bureau of the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. He had come to Pier-
mont from Albany to answer questions about the law at the
third in a series of public hearings the Village Board has held
on the pending legislation.

The proposed law, based on state guidelines, aims at stop-
ping anyone from tearing down or altering buildings of his-
torical or architectural significance. Advocates say updating
the Village code would give the Board more muscle and a
clear set of guidelines for preserving properties. It would
also make the Village of eligible for various grants.

If the Village Board adopts the law, its next step would be
to appoint an Historic Preservation Commission. That won't
be easy because the proposed Piermont law is very specific
about the qualifications of the five-member (plus two alter-
nates) Commission:

® “Atleast one shall be an architect experienced in work-
ing with historic buildings; ‘

® “At least one shall be an historian;

® “At least one shall be a resident of an historic district;

® “Atleast one shall have demonstrated significant inter-
est in and commitment to the field of historic preservation
evidence either by involvement in the local historic preserva-
tion group, employment or volunteer activity in the field of
historic preservation, or other serious interest in the field; and
all members shall have a known interest in historic preserva-
tion and architectural development within the Village.”

Although an early draft didn’t call for it, Mayor Ed
Traynor promised that all Commission members will be
Piermont residents. That would seemingly make it even
more difficult to find qualified people willing to serve.

The mayor has acknowledged the problem and said it
troubles him.

The Commission’s first job would be to develop criteria
for labeling buildings and neighborhoods historic. Once
that's decided, it will have the tough task of inventorying all
Piermont buildings 50 years old and older and all village
neighborhoods. (It may be able to get State grants to hire an
historian to help with that survey.) It would then recom-
mend to the Village Board which deserve landmark. The
entire process could take several years.

The thorny problem of which body would have ultimate
authority over all these decisions—the Village Board or the
Commission—is still up in the air. Former Mayor John Zahn
urged the elected Board to retain the power not the
appointed Commission. Some critics disagree, arguing that

continued on page 13
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SAW YA RECENTLY!

Memorial Day saw the dedication
of the statue of GI Joe attended
by veterans of all stripes, and most
Piermonters. The statue commemo-
rates those GI's of World War II who
left for Europe from the Pier in Pier-
mont. The last to be seen was often a

friendly wave as their boat pushed off

Photo by Sally Savage

for parts unknown.
Piermont Community Garden mem-
bers and friends gathered again in
Parelli Park next to the garden for their
annual Summer Solstice celebration,
sharing food and friendship and the
traditional maypole. This year's hon-
oree for service to the group was given
to Joan Gussow, one of the group's
founders and a member of the village
board..
fund-raiser for the Piermont His-
torical Society enjoyed balmy
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summer weather and Xavier appetiz-
ers at the Castle, the Imposing house
built by Eleazor Lord of the Erie RR
that has been lovingly maintained for
many years by owners Dick and Char-
lene Stern (below).The first order of
business for the Society will be finish-
ing the restoration of the railroad sta-
tion on Ash Street.The Sterns are also
co-advertising managers for the

Newsletter.
SEE YA AGAIN SOON!

The going-away party for Ken -
McNichol of the Piermont post
office, who chose early retirement, was
great fun but a slightly sad occasion, as
many residents will miss his presence
keenly. Musician, sculptor, bibliophile,
humorist, Ken has worked at the Pier-
mont facility since 1977, sharing his
talents for life with everybody in the
village. The party at the Pavilion was

S A '.12": .
Musician and audience—Ken
McNichol and Merrill Toan

organized by Gayle Elson.
Alarge party at the Pavilion said
goodbye to Mimi (Mary) and
George Bryan, residents of the village
for 45 years and their family, the
Reeses. Mimi was a mayor of Piermont
for 7 years, a founder and treasurer of
Friends of the Library, and an active
member of Empire Hose Company.
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George was a researcher at Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory.

The Bryans plan to move upstate
with their son Paul and daughter
Martha Rees, both with years of ser-
vice to the Empire Hose Company
and Ambulance Corps, and their chil-
dren.

Mimi Bryan receives one of a number
of awards for years of service to the
Village and surrounding community.
She is joined by (from left), husband
George Bryan, son-in-law Larry Rees,
11 month-old granddaughter Angelina,

and daughter Martha Rees.
Photo by Trevor Traynor

am sad to see Fred and Candace

Berardi fold up shop at E & F
Florists on the creek. It has been an
institution in our lives, and those of
friends in Palisades, Tappan and
throughout nearby Rockland, and will
be missed. Fred will continue his local
landscape business (359-5604).

“I first met him when he was a
teenager delivering groceries for
Community Market, then owned by
his parents. He points out that, as with

so many "mom and pop" shops these
days, it hasn't helped that the con-
glomerate department and grocery
stores carry everything - from pump-

kins at Hallowe'en to plants and flow- |

ers. We wish them the best of luck. I
for one already miss our pretty little
flower shop on the creek.”

~Sally Savage |

Crab
Fest
Coming!

Saturday, September 30th, 2006
Goswick Pavilion, Ferry Road,
Piermont, 2 - 6 PM

Come enjoy Hudson River Blue Claw
Crabs, Hot Dogs, and Corn on the Cob,
Cole Slaw, Beverages, and Dessert

“Beer and Wine available
for purchase

plus

*Tag sale... Fantastic Finds!
*Vendors Wanted

Adults: $20 seniors: $18 Children
Under 10: $12.

For questions, please contact Joe at
845.359.7073 or Doreen at
845.365.1700 Ext. 236

Voting Switched
From Spring to Fall

Piermonters who are used to voting
for local officials in March, will soon
visit the polls along with the most of
the voting public in November, begin-
ning next year.

The Village Board voted to move the

date to coincide with state and
national elections, when voter turnout
is historically better. The Board
approved the change Tuesday night by
a 4-0 vote. Officials said the move
would save the village about $2,000
because the county would run the elec-
tion instead of the village and would
absorb the cost of running the elec-
tions. :
Trustee Joan Gussow abstained,
voicing the opinion that with the new
date, voters may be more likely to vote
along party lines than for the candi-
date of their choice. Former mayor
Dennis Hardy was opposed. "Novem-
ber elections are very partisan on the
town, county and state level," he said.
"We have always tried and thought in
Piermont that we'd like to keep poli-
tics, particularly partisan politics, out
of the election.”

Howard Brawner, who lives on Pier-
mont Avenue, said he didn't see how
changing village elections from the
spring to the fall would make a differ-
ence either way. "I think it depends on
the candidates and if they have oppo-
sition,” said Brawner. "We need a little
bit of competition in Piermont."
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Getting To No You

on its early June opening day to get their spring veggie
fix were stunned to find that the lavishly abundant
vegetable stand that filled the north side of the market last
year was missing. The good news was that the absence was
only tem&orary, caused, as it turned out, by the 6th birthday
l;zarty of the youngest of the farmers' daughters. On the mar-
et's second week Nevia No and her husband Kwang were
back in their usual places, smilingly weighing and handing
out packages of some of the most beautiful produce lots of
us have ever seen.

All of these stunning vegetables-and on the second mar-
ket day they included carrots, two kinds of beets (including
the red and white striped one called chioggia) 3 kinds of
young bulbing onions, green garlic, 2 kinds of baby zuc-
chini, avocado squash, arugula, fresh basil, shiso, and baby
greens of all kinds including bok choy, calaloo, chard and
chicory-come to Piermont from a 105 acre farm in Borden-
town, N. J. just south of Princeton which the Nevia and
Kwang bought in 2002.

Kwang comes from five generations of farmers most of
them based in Korea which is their home country and when
he came to the U.S. with his father in 1980, the family lived
in the Bronx. Every morning Kwang drove his father out to
his farm at the end of Long Island in Riverhead and in the
evening he drove him back. Trying to keep busy during the
intervening hours, he found himself drawn into farming.
Then he met Nevia whom he married in 1999. "He didn't tell
me I would be farming," she says. "He said I could just stay
home."

So she stayed home and he farmed, until her practical
head told her they were not making much money selling
their produce to Asian grocery stories. At which point a
neighbor mentioned Greenmarkets. They started slow, but
their first a few crates of Oriental vegetables at the Sunset
Park Greenmarket were so extraordinary that they were
invited into other markets and found that by directly selling
to consumers they could often make ten times what they
made in the wholesale produce business. They now sell at
6 greenmarkets in the city, as well as in Piermont and Larch-
mont

Their 80 farmed acres are supplied with plants of 120 to

Fans of the Piermont farmers' market who stopped in

150 different varieties of vegetables started from seed in 2
big glass greenhouses that capture the light to give the
plants a fast start, and moved to 6 poly greenhouses as they
grow. Then Nevia on a small planter, sets them out in the
fields. "T have a better sense of what will sell," she says. "He
used to plant five acres of radishes. And finally, I said 'Let '
me do the planting.' And I plant what we can sell."

What they can sell, plus, enough for the critters. What do
they do about varmints? I asked Nevia. They have all kinds,
deer, groundhogs, and rabbits who like their greens and
foxes who like their chickens. "Nothing," says Nevia. "I tell
him plant enough for us all and let them enjoy."

Although the Nos are technically not organic-they use a
small amount of fungicide on some of the young tomato
and pepper plants in the greenhouses, but nothing when
the plants are bearing-and the fertility of their soil is main-
tained with a neighbor's cow manure and with a drip tape
in the winter greenhouses that uses a liquefied organic fer-
tilizer. So though they can't be certified, they are close
enough to organic for most of us. and being able to know
just what farmers do to keep their produce coming is one of
the best arguments for buying locally--something you can
do every Sunday from now until the end of November at
the Piermont Farmers Market.

The Piermont market will run from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
every Sunday, rain or shine, through Nov. 19.

~Joan Gussow
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of Piermont, we see a wooded hill-

side. This is in keeping with the Pier-
mont Code, that seeks to “promote the
preservation, protection, restoration
and reforestation of trees and forested
areas" and to prevent soil erosion and
pollution, to improve air quality, save
energy, protect wildlife and enhance the
value of property. Worthy goals no one
could dispute. And in a final stipulation
“protect, enhance or restore the unique
visual and aesthetic character of the
steep slope and mountainside areas as
viewed from the downhill portions of
the Village.”

There are 8 pages of regulations for a
developer to adhere to or face penalties.
However, there is no guideline for the
home owner who may want to take out
some trees to make a larger open space
in his yard for a play area or to extend
the terrace. One thing, for almost sure:
he’s not thinking about erosion or the
way his land looks from the Pier.

When trees are removed from the
front yard for a better view of the river,

If we look at online satellite pictures

the hillside loses an important ally,
says John Angelis, the Piermont Build-
ing Inspector. When a small house
becomes a bigger house for a new
owner, trees are often of small conse-
quence to the owner or his builder.
What can be done to protect and
preserve? Although it is not in the
Code itself as yet, Angelis says the
present rule is that you cannot take
down a tree having a girth of 8 inches
that is three feet above the natural

lage Board. “Most people just don’t
know about this rule,” Angelis said.
The rule is flexible, so if there seems to
be a danger of a tree falling on a house,
this will be the deciding factor in
allowing the tree to be cut.

In the event that a new room or
wing is to be added to the house,
requiring a tree or trees to be cut, the
property owner may be required to
plant new ones elsewhere on the prop-
erty. Trees to be protected are alders,
ash, beech, dogwood, elm, birch,
locust, maple, mulberry, oaks,
poplars, sassafras, sycamores, and all
conifer/evergreen and fruit trees.

Angelis also said that if he finds
tree-cutting going on in the Village, he
stops by to check on it and may ask the
police to be brought in on it to call off
the cutting. He will suggest to the
trustees that the Code be modified to
include new standards.

He feels most Piermonters will be
happy to conform to this change to
save some trees on the hillside, and,
possibly, the hillside itself.

which is commonly done in Piermont, ~ grade without permission of the Vil- ~Rosemary Cone
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iermont is presently concerned

with historic preservation— pro-

tecting for the future what we
value from the past. With 400 or so years
of buildings lying around, some do rep-
resent significant periods in our village's
history. A few examples from my own
private register of historic places:

The Onderdonck House, built as a
simple family house in the early
1700's, was made worthy as the Revo-
lution ended. I'm sure George Wash-
ington would want it preserved.

Then there was the railroad era. It
saw the creation of Piermont's down-
=5 : town. In the
1850's, the
Erie RR
chewed up
Mount Nebo
and spit it
out in the
marsh to cre-
ate Piermon-
t's flat land.
The railroad
then  built
most of the
— TN buildings

that still stand near it., including the the
whole west side of Main Street (Pier-
mont Avenue.)

Victorian era furbelos and fretwork
convey a sense of humor to this day.
They're in no danger of being lost;
most Victorian home owners have a
definite taste for Hudson River Gothic
gingerbread.

| [

The paperboard factory defined an
important historical period for Pier-
mont. In the early 1900's a strip of
attached houses was built along the
south side of Ferdon Avenue. They
have been spruced up and individual-
ized, but at heart they're still factory
row houses.

With a sense of humor similar to the
Hudson River Gothic, the blue towers
on the Pier expand a feeling of fantasy.
Since Piermont in itself may be a fan-
tasy, they fit right in.

The final category of architecture in
my private register of historic places is
the Modern Big Foot Mega House.

Designed in the current "tear down
and build bigger" architectural ethos,
this style carries the seeds of its own
destruction. For that reason, I feel that
at least one existing Big Foot Mega
House should be protected from being
devoured by another Big Foot Mega
House.

~Fred Burrell

PIERMONT
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President’s Corner

love the look of Piermont’s older

homes and buildings and I don't
want to see them changed. The pro-
posed Historic District Preservation
Law, its backers say, will preserve those
buildings and neighborhoods.

T'had an open mind about the plan in
the beginning but after attending every
hearing about it so far, I have joined its
many opponents. I now believe the
solution Sle law proposes will create
another level of bureaucracy without
accomplishing much. Although it
wouldn’t be binding, we should
demand that the Village Board measure
public sentiment about the legislation
by putting it on the November ballot.

There’s been a torrent of informed
criticism at the public hearings but the
Village Board seems deaf to it. Three
members of our Planning Board have
spoken against the law, as have a num-

l ike most people who live here, I

57 ber of former village
(¥ =5 officials. They favor
&= historic preservation
but don’t want to create a powerful
new Commission to implement it. They
say there are ways to accomplish the
same goals by strengthening and
enforcing existing laws.

That's also what many owners of
older homes and the Turning Point
Restaurant have told the Village Board.
These Piermonters, without any legal
whip to drive them, have spent tens of
thousands of dollars and countless
hours restoring and preserving their
buildings. They don't want to deal
with another body when they want to
make changes to their property.

Piermont has always resisted
attempts to dictate taste. Successive
Village Boards have refused to give
our Architectural Review Committee
a board with real power. Nyack went
the other way and created an Architec-
tural Review Board. Only architects
were to serve on it, but it couldn't find

587 Piermont Avenue

Cafe Portofino
Little Italy Comes to Piermont

any who were willing to devote the
time. Instead, its members are, “peo-
ple who have an interest in design,”
whatever that means.

I asked a Nyack official, who
requested not to be identified, how it is
working out. “It's a disaster,” he told
me. “The Planning Board grants an
approval, then the applicant goes to
the Architectural Review Board and it
wants to make changes to what the
Planning Board approved. It is a
mess.” Many on our Planning Board
believe the new law will produce the
same bureaucratic nightmares here.

Piermont's proposed law specifies
that professionals, including an archi-
tect and an historian, serve on the His-
toric Preservation Commission the law
will create. The Commission will have
the time-consuming job of deciding
what buildings and neighborhoods are
historic. It also will write the rules to
protect them. Mayor Traynor has
doubts about finding qualified people
in our small village who are willing to

continued on page 15
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Women Working On The Railroad

Somehow the idea of women working on the railroad in
the early years just doesn’t occur to us. So a journalist writ-
ing recently about the Piermont railroad station could say of
our legendary station agent Belle Kelly that she “was the first
and probably only woman to serve as telegrapher and sta-
tion master for the Erie.” The Erie was a fairly large enter-
prise, and Belle could have had a good laugh at that idea -
possibly sending the story out to sister telegraphers to help
brighten their working hours.

Belle Kelly started at the Piermont station in 1908. In the
1860’s, well before her time, women with code names like

“Lightning,” “134,” and “Magnetta” were working the tele-
graph wire, most frequently from small rural railroad sta-
tions. And while they were not always also the station
agents, articles from the Erie Railroad Magazine show that
by Belle’s time at least, lady agents were not unusual.

The magazine published articles specifically about
“female agents” employed by the railroad, including one in
October, 1915. “Two Young Women Employees of the ‘Old
Reliable”” profiled Miss Marie Thelma Riley and Miss Mary
M. Blake. Miss Riley, described as “an energetic young
woman,” who held the position of Station Agent at Nutley,

NJ, was “the youngest of her sex to hold such a position on
the Erie.” Her age was not revealed, but the description of
her as “a little bright-eyed girl of the brunette type” who
“swould hardly be taken for one filling the office of agent at
so important a station as Nutley,” suggests that she was quite
oung.

J Sheg was intelligent, did a great job and supported her wid-
owed mother. She had earlier worked as an Assistant at the
Avondale station and had made such an impression that she
was invited to become the Agent at Nutley when the position
came up. “Her hours on duty are from 7 a.m. until the same
hour p.m. and she thinks that division of timeis all right, for she
manages to keep busy with the 34 trains going and coming, and
making out reports,” the article says. Miss Riley was cheerful
and philosophical about her work, and was also described as
“ambitious.” One wonders what happened to her.

Miss Mary Blake, Agent at Prospect Street, Passaic, NJ, on
the other hand, was modest and retiring, saying to the
reporter that her remarks “would not be of any aid in writing
an interesting story.” She had only been employed there for
a year and three-quarters, coming from Bloomingburg, NY,
when she secured the job at Passaic in 1913.

In November of the same year, the stories continued with
those of Miss B.F. Noyes and Miss G.E. Merritt. Miss Noyes
was Station Agent at Park Street, Montclair, NJ at that time,
but “was not a newcomer on the Erie,” having been “agent
at Park Street since September 13th, 1900, when she was
attending school at Englewood, NJ, and, at the same time,
learning Telegraphy at Piermont, during leisure hours.” She
performed all of the Agent’s duties at this station, which
included selling tickets, checking baggage and assisting the
traveling public in many ways during a twelve hour day.

It could not have been Belle Kelly instructing her in teleg-
raphy at Piermont in 1900, since she didn’t arrive until 1908.
But Florence Ripley Mastin, a Piermont poet, was 14 years
old in 1900 and she later wrote a poem about a station agent
at Piermont named Rosie Callahan whom she recalled
fondly from her youth. Obviously another female agent, per-
haps she was the telegraphy instructor in Miss Noyes’ time.
It was common for telegrapﬁers to learn from a mentor in the
craft, rather than through formal schooling.

Cooking on the River
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And finally, Miss G.E. Merritt had
been working at the Williams Avenue,
Hackensack, NJ, station for about
three years at the time of the article.
She started immediately after “the
time she left school.” This doesn’t say
“graduated”, and we don’t know
what level of school she attained, but
the accompanying photograph is of a
smiling and very young woman. She
reported that during her tenure there
“the receipts have increased materi-
ally.” At that time, Hackensack was
“one of the largest cities on the New
Jersey & New York Railroad, with a
very large passenger and freight busi-
ness. As to Williams Avenue, Miss
Merritt says she gets a share of the pas-
senger business and commuter busi-
ness, as well. She says she finds
railroad life very interesting.”

Belle Kelly was about 20 years old
when she took up her position at the
Piermont station, and it sounds as if
some of these women were even
younger when they assumed full
responsibility for the operations of

their respective stations. They han- |
dled sometimes complex questions, |
worked long hours, kept the books, |
and found a way to learn telegraphy. |
Belle also married and raised a son - |
in the upstairs rooms of the station |

with no indoor plumbing. The family
had to carry water in daily and heat it
on a coal burning stove for the, proba-
bly not daily, bath.

By the end of the first World War, |
partly because more women entered
the work force during the war, the Erie |

Railroad Magazine reported in the

August 1919 issue that “101,785 |
women were working at railroad |

occupations at the high point of

female employment, October 1, 1918. |
The Erie accounted for 11 percent of |
that total, employing 10,274 women in |

various job categories.” Most of the

jobs, such as telegraphy, were in the |
clerical category, but also included

were blacksmiths, boilermakers, pipe
fitters, electricians, machinists, crew

callers, engine wipers, crossing watch- |

women and switch tenders.

Railroad employment declined
after the war, and eventually the auto-
mobile and the telephone made these
jobs obsolete. By 1966 the trains here
had stopped running altogether. Belle
Kelly came back to Piermont in her
retirement and lived in the old station
until her death in 1976. Imagine the
memories that she must have had!

~Grace Mitchell
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From The Library, Musie Too

McHugh Piermont Memorial Library take shape. It was
good to see it high and dry even during torrential rains
and flooding. Now everyone is wondering what the inte-
rior will be like. And although there is no firm date for com-

It's been fun this summer watching the new Dennis P.

—————
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pletion, the library should be ready to open in late fall, so
we won’t have to wait much longer to find out!

The new building will allow us to do many more things
than we have been able to do in the present building for
some time. One very special project will begin soon after
we open. "Sonic Hudson,", an original sound art installa-
tion by composer and former Piermonter John Morton,
will be installed the new library in January 2007. In this
work, Morton will use sounds of life on the Hudson River
including maritime sounds, those of river industries, and
fragments of recorded oral history in the creation of a
unique and contemporary musical piece that will be

played periodically in the Hudson River room during the
spring of next year.

This exciting project is made possible through a $16,000.
grant from The New York State Music Fund, which was cre-
“ted when the New York State Attorney General’s Office
resolved investigations against major record companies
engaged in the practice of “payola.” The settlement agree-
ment stipulated that funds paid by music businesses would
be used to support music education and appreciation for
the benefit of New York State residents, and the Rockefeller
Philanthropy Advisors was chosen to develop and manage
the grant program which aims to make contemporary and
experimental music more available to diverse audiences
and communities within New York State.

John Morton was chosen as a recipient in the first cycle
of grants. He grew up in Los Angeles, the son of a com-
poser of music for film and television who was sur-
rounded by music most of his life. He attended Cal Arts,
and then headed for New York to pursue his career in
music. He has been described as a postmodern com-
poser, and achieved distinction in a new use of the music
box in his CD “Outlier.” Last summer, Morton’s sound
installation, “The Diaries of Emily Trevor,” was featured
at the Hudson River Museum in Yonkers. As a part of the
"Sonic Hudson" project, the composer will also present
conversations with the community about his work,
describing his process and thoughts about contemporary
music. We are delighted to be able to bring a new com-
position and the discussion of new ideas in music into
our new library!

The premier exhibit in our new gallery space will fea-
ture the stunning black and white portrait photographs of
Piermont residents by Trevor Traynor. Trevor, at twenty-

CARBER TRAVEL

FOUR ROUND HOUSE ROAD
PIERMONT LANDING
PIERMONT, NEW YORK 10968

Tel: (845) 359-5499
Fax: (845) 359-5377
caMavel@y.hoo_cm

ALEXANDER D’GABRIEL
Yice President




something, has been published in
magazines such as Rime, Mugshot,
Chronogram and Tablist and his
work was exhibited in a group show
at the L Street Gallery in San Diego in
April. There are sure to be more
gallery shows in the future. Trevor
has been working for some time on
his “My Piermont” series, a docu-
mentation of his home town in which
he says “I'm photographing people
who've meant something in my life,
from the neighborhood bully to the
people I rode the bus with as a kid.”
Don’t miss this opportunity to see a
real emerging talent!

To help in the building effort and in
the future of the library, there is still
time to have your friends and family
members honored in our outdoor
“Path of Friends.” With a gift of $250.
or more, you may have a name or a
phrase engraved on a brick for this
walkway. If you would like more
information on naming opportunities,
please contact Sara Tucker at
845.365.2631.

And don’t forget the Friends of the
Library’s famous annual CRABFEST!
Come enjoy Hudson River blue claw
crabs, hot dogs, corn on the cob, cole
slaw, beverages and dessert at the
Goswick Pavilion on Saturday,
September 30th from 2-6 p.m.; Adults:
$20; Seniors: $18; Children under 10:
$12. Wine and beer will be available
for purchase. This year the feast is
accompanied by a fabulous flea mar-
ket on the ball field, and vendors are
invited to apply. For further informa-
tion, please call Joe at 845.359.7073 or
Doreen at 845.365.1700, x236.

In the meantime, the present build-
ing is open for business from 1-8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday, and 1-5
p-m. on Friday. After Labor Day, we
will resume weekend hours of 1-5
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Things
will probably become somewhat
interesting as the move approaches,
so stay tuned for more information on
that. We are located at 153 Hudson
Terrace. Please call 845.359.4595 for
more information.

~Grace Mitchell
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colonial sandstone Piermont
Avenue home built in 1737 by
Garret and Abraham Onderdonk that
is believed to be second oldest house

The Onderdonk House, a Dutch

in the Village, was placed on the New
York State Register of Historic Places
on June 28. The placement virtually
ensures that a listing on the National
Register of Historic Places will follow
in mid-September.

The house is located upon the site
where General George Washington

and New York Governor George Clin-
ton met Sir Guy Carleton, Commander
of the British Army, at the close of the
Revolution in May 1783. The group
then continued by carriage to the
DeWint House in Tappan to discuss
the particulars of the British evacua-
tion of New York. The following day,
upon Carleton’s return to his ship the
HMS Perseverence anchored in the
Hudson River off Piermont, he
ordered his crew to fire a 17-gun
salute, the first time America was rec-
ognized as a new nation.

In August of last year, the now
dilapidated house, which is still pri-
vately owned by a direct descendant
of the Onderdonks, was condemned
as an unsafe structure and is currently
uninhabited. Fearing that the house
might succumb to the wrecker’s ball
like other lost Rockland historical trea-
sures like the Salisbury House in
Nyack, the Piermont Historical Society
has been engaged in ongoing negotia-
tions with the current owners in an
attempt to purchase the property for

Onderdonk Hduse Put On Historical Register

possible use as a museum. With the
State Register listing granted, a not-
for-profit owner of the property is eli-
gible to apply for matching state
historic preservation grants. _
More recently, e Onderdonk
House has served as the principal cat-
alyst in the ongoing discussions by the
Village Board regarding the Village
possibly adopting a local historic
preservation law, and/ or establishing
a historic district. Proponents of such a
law note that the protections gained by
a property becoming listed on the
State and National Registers of His-
toric Places are minimal at best. Regis-
tered properties are protected from the
effects of federal and/or state agency
sponsored, licensed or assisted pro-
jects through a notice, review, and con-
sultation process, but achieving a
listing places no restrictions on private
owners of registered properties. Pri-
vate property owners are free to sell,
alter or dispose of their property as
they wish.
~Mark Blomquist
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The First Time NYC
Police left the

Big Apple To Help
Another Jurisdiction

On Frida};,.December_ 5, 1857, the
lgiqgtrd ofl‘ i ohclg Fomt(mssg{ners of thg
itan Police (a_state agency
order%%o that a force of 25 patr%lmen
and roundsmen (sergeants) respond to
Piermont, NY to quell a riot perpe-
trated by striking Erie RR workers.

At the time, Piermont was the east-
emm terminal for the Erie Railroad,
where freight was loaded on barges
from New York City. It was report
that the striking workers were settmﬁ
fires, tearing up railroad tracks an
throwing freight into the river.

The steamboat Esquinaux provided
transportation from New York City
and was to serve as a floating com-
mand post and dormitory.

On Saturday morning, the Metropoli-
tans debarked from the accompa-
nied bgithe Oranée County Sheriff and
the “Piermont Guards,” "a volunteer
company of 25 citizens “in citizen’s
dress, with ba?'onets fixed and sup-
ﬁlled with ball catrtridge” and the

ockland Rangsers, a mounted squad
of militia from Stony Point.

. The Mgu-ogjolitan; paraded through
Piermont in full uniform to the Erie
freight depota where the strikers were

down and order was restored. On
unday, December 7, 1857, the Metro-
politans returned to New York City.

Submitted by Tom Gaynor

Village Weighs Historic District Preservation continued from page 1

it would be better for the Commission

to make the decisions because it is not
subject to political pressure.

At the hearing the questions for
Adams continued. Would the law
have prevented her from replacing
some wooden siding with new con-
crete siding? asked Peggy Sennish,
who owns an old house in Boger-
town. The Historic Preservation law
has nothing against new materials as
long as they resemble what they are
replacing, Adams answered.

Richard Esnard, another village
resident, said the law had not been a
burden when he had made changes to
a building in a New York City histor-
ical zone. He'd replaced windows
with modern, energy-efficient ones
that looked similar to the original. He
had no trouble getting the change
approved, he told the hearing.

Ed Nelson, the owner of a large
Victorian house on Piermont Avenue,
worried that the law would brin
down property values. He argueg
that it would discourage potential
buyers who wanted to buy a historic

house to rip it down to replace it with
more modern house. at would
limit the number of potential buyers,

he said.

oo Gaemet Gals

Donna C ’Jf‘daytm

home 845-365-1690

ool 914-393-6666

Pro values have only gone up
in evefyel:r}:e of the more than 50 New
York State communities with historic
preservation laws, Adams told him.
Rich Ellis, a Nyack real estate broker
and Piermont resident, promised that
historic preservation laws will
enhance real estate values here. Ellis
is a member of the Piermont Histori-
cal Society which has lobbied for the
legislation.

Nelson, still skeptical, wanted the
Board to promise to put the proposed
legislation on the ballot as a referen-
dum. The Board was noncommittal but
observers doubt if that the legislation
will ever be put to a public vote.A
number of people, including Richie
Stark, the owner of an old house on
Franklin Street, and Nat Wasserstein,
the owner of pro on Ferdon
Avenue, object to the law because it
would add another layer of govern-
ment. Stark said that he didn't want to

have to hire lawyers and experts just to
get approval to make some changes in
this house. Adams said that wouldn't

be necessary.

Bill Herguth, a third-generation
Piermonter, asked how the proposed
law would affect "indigenous peo-
ple." Adams looked startled, perhaps
wondering if Piermont still had a
population of Native Americans, but
it soon became clear that Herguth
meant residents who have grown u
here. Adams assured him that the law
would not force anyone to change an
existing building.

Public hearings will continue in
the Village Hall regarding the pro-
posed law.
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